Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (Currently Amended) Method of operating a printing device, which comprises 
the following steps: 

printing a calibration print by means of the printing device, the calibration 
print having a plurality of measuring areas each with different colour mixture 
relationships; 

spectrophotometric measurement of the measuring areas, producing from 
the measurement results a colour profile, the spectrophotometric measurement 
being carried out at a plurality (N) of measuring times (T n ), wherein the 
measuring times (T n ) are chosen such that the time interval between successive 
measuring times increases with the time since the calibration print was printed 
out; 

wherein said color profile is produced as an extended colour profile which 
comprises a description of the behaviour over time of the calibration print: 

wherein the extended colour profile comprises a plurality of color profiles 
each being associated with a measuring time (T n ); and 

setting the colour mixture relationships of the printing device on the basis 
of the extended colour profile. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim [[2]] I, the plurality (N) of 
measuring times (T n ) being chosen such that the time interval between 
successive measuring times exhibits a logarithmic dependence on the time since 
the calibration print was printed out. 

4. (Original) Method according to claim 3, a natural logarithmic function being 
chosen as the logarithmic dependence. 



5. (Original) Method according to claim 1 , wherein the colour profile extended 
by a description of the behaviour over time having the colour profiles produced at 
the individual measuring times (T n ) in each case with a time index which is 
greater the shorter the time since the calibration print was printed out. 

6. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 1 , further comprising 
determining additional colour profiles w h e r ei n b e for e th e s e tting of th e colour 
m i xture r e lationships by using the colour profil e s assoc i at e d with th e ind i v i dual 
m e asuring t i m e s (T,) and b el onging to th e colour p r ofi le e xt e nd e d by a 
d e scr i pt i on of the behav i our over t i me, furth e r colour profi le s at t i m e s oth e r than 
thos e actually measur e d b e ing d e termin e d by extrapolation and/or interpolation. 

7. (Original) Method according to claim 1, wherein colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device being set by using the extended colour profile in such a way 
that, after a specific time period has elapsed, predetermined colour values of the 
print are obtained. 

8. (Original) Method according to claim 1, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

9. (Original) Method according to claim 1 , wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 



10. (Currently Amended) Printing device in which colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device can be set by means of a colour profile, said printing device 
comprising means for spectrophotometric measurement of measuring areas of a 
calibration print having a plurality of measuring areas with different colour mixture 
relationships for producing the colour profile, 

the means for spectrophotometric measurement being designed such that 
the spectrophotometric measurement of the measuring areas can be carried out 
at a plurality (N) of measuring times (T n ), producing a colour profile which is 
extended by a description of the behaviour over time and which comprises a 
plurality of colour profiles each being associated with a measuring time On) , and 
such that the time interval between successive measuring times increases with 
the time since the calibration print was printed out ; and 

said colour mixture relationships of the printing device are being 
adjustable on the basis of the colour profile extended by a description of the 
behaviour over time. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) Printing device according to claim [[1 1]] 10, the means 
for spectrophotometric measurement being designed such that the time interval 
between successive measuring times exhibits a logarithmic dependence on the 
time since the calibration print was printed out. 

13. (Original) Printing device according to claim 12, the logarithmic dependence 
being described by a natural logarithmic function. 

14. (Original) Printing device according to claim 10, the printing device being a 
colour inkjet printer. 



15. (Currently Amended) Printing device according to claim [[11]] 10, the printing 
device being a colour inkjet printer. 

16. (Original) Printing device according to claim 12, the printing device being a 
colour inkjet printer. 

17. (Original) Printing device according to claim 13, the printing device being a 
colour inkjet printer. 

18. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim [[2]] I, wherein the colour 
profile extended by a description of the behaviour overtime having the colour 
profiles produced at the individual measuring times (T n ) in each case with a time 
index which is greater the shorter the time since the calibration print was printed 
out. 

19. (Original) Method according to claim 3, wherein the colour profile extended 
by a description of the behaviour over time having the colour profiles produced at 
the individual measuring times (T n ) in each case with a time index which is 
greater the shorter the time since the calibration print was printed out. 

20. (Original) Method according to claim 4, wherein the colour profile extended 
by a description of the behaviour overtime having the colour profiles produced at 
the individual measuring times (T n ) in each case with a time index which is 
greater the shorter the time since the calibration print was printed out. 



21. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim rf211 1, further comprising 
determining additional colour profiles wher ei n b e for e th e s e tt i ng of th e colour 
mixture r e lationships by using th e co l our profi le s assoc i at e d w i th tho i ndiv i dua l 
m e asur i ng t i m e s (T B ) and belong i ng to th e colour profil e e xt e nded by a 
descript i on of th e b e hav i our ov e r t i m e , further co l our profiles at tim e s oth e r than 
thos e actually measured b o ing d o t o rminod by extrapolation and/or interpolation. 

22. (Original) Method according to claim 3, wherein before the setting of the 
colour mixture relationships by using the colour profiles associated with the 
individual measuring times (T n ) and belonging to the colour profile extended by a 
description of the behaviour over time, further colour profiles at times other than 
those actually measured being determined by extrapolation and/or interpolation. 

23. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 4, further comprising 
determining additional colour profiles wh e r e in b e for e th e s e tting of th e colour 
mixtur e r e lationsh i ps by us i ng th e colour prof i l e s assoc i at e d w i th th e i ndividua l 
m e asuring t i m e s (T„) and b e long i ng to th e co l our profi le ext e nded by a 
d e scription of th e b e haviour ov e r time, furth e r co l our prof i les at tim e s oth e r than 
thos e actua l ly measur e d b e ing det e rmin e d by extrapolation and/or interpolation. 

24. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 5, further comprising 
determining additional colour profiles wh e rein b e for e th o s o tting of th e co l our 
mixtur e r e lat i onsh i ps by using the co l our prof ile s associat e d with th e individua l 
measuring t i mes (T ft ) and b el onging to th e colour prof i le e xtend e d by a 
descript i on of th e b e hav i our over tim o , further co l our prof i l e s at t i mes oth e r than 
thos e actua ll y m e asured boing d o t o rmin o d by extrapolation and/or interpolation. 
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25. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim [[2]] 1 , wherein colour 
mixture relationships of the printing device being set by using the extended 
colour profile in such a way that, after a specific time period has elapsed, 
predetermined colour values of the print are obtained. 

26. (Original) Method according to claim 3, wherein colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device being set by using the extended colour profile in such a way 
that, after a specific time period has elapsed, predetermined colour values of the 
print are obtained. 

27. (Original) Method according to claim 4, wherein colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device being set by using the extended colour profile in such a way 
that, after a specific time period has elapsed, predetermined colour values of the 
print are obtained. 

28. (Original) Method according to claim 5, wherein colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device being set by using the extended colour profile in such a way 
that, after a specific time period has elapsed, predetermined colour values of the 
print are obtained. 

29. (Original) Method according to claim 6, wherein colour mixture relationships 
of the printing device being set by using the extended colour profile in such a way 
that, after a specific time period has elapsed, predetermined colour values of the 
print are obtained. 

30. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim [[2]] A, wherein the age of a 
print being determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating 
the associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 



31 . (Original) Method according to claim 3, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

32. (Original) Method according to claim 4, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

33. (Original) Method according to claim 5, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

34. (Original) Method according to claim 6, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

35. (Original) Method according to claim 7, wherein the age of a print being 
determined by measuring a colour profile of the print and calculating the 
associated colour value by using the extended colour profile. 

36. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim [[2]] 1, wherein a colour 
inkjet printer being chosen as the printing device. 

37. (Original) Method according to claim 3, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 

38. (Original) Method according to claim 4, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 



39. (Original) Method according to claim 5, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 



40. (Original) Method according to claim 6, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 

41. (Original) Method according to claim 7, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 

42. (Original) Method according to claim 9, wherein a colour inkjet printer being 
chosen as the printing device. 
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